
   

 

 

 

DRAFT AGENDA 

 

Supporting  

Decentralisation in Ukraine:  

The Role of Subnational Governments 

in Supporting Industrial Transition 

 

 

 

Capacity-Building Seminar 

Thursday 17 May 2018 

9:00 – 17:30 

 

Hotel Reikartz 

4, Sadova Street 

Kharkiv, Ukraine 

  



 

 ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT  

The OECD is a unique forum where governments work together to address the economic, social and 
environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at the forefront of efforts to understand and to 
help governments respond to new developments and concerns, such as corporate governance, the 
information economy and the challenges of an ageing population. The Organisation provides a setting where 
governments can compare policy experience, seek answers to common problems, identify good practice and 
work to co-ordinate domestic and international policies. The OECD member countries are: Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Chile, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latvia, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom and the United States. The European Union takes part in the work of the OECD.  

www.oecd.org 

 

 ABOUT THE PROJECT SUPPORTING DECENTRALISATION IN UKRAINE 

The OECD project will run until June 2018 with the aim of helping the Ukrainian authorities implement their 
decentralisation reforms and strengthen the institutions of public governance at national and subnational 
levels across the country. It is jointly implemented by the OECD Regional Development Policy Committee 
and the OECD Eurasia Competitiveness Programme, in close collaboration with the Government of Ukraine. 
The project is co-financed by the European Union, and the governments of the Czech Republic, Flanders 
(Belgium), and Poland. 

oe.cd/UADecentralisation 

 

 OECD EURASIA COMPETITIVENESS PROGRAMME  

The OECD Eurasia Competitiveness Programme, launched in 2008, helps accelerate economic reforms and 
improve the business climate to achieve sustainable economic growth and employment in two regions: 
Central Asia (Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan), and 
Eastern Europe and South Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and 
Ukraine). The Programme contributes to the OECD outreach strategy implemented by the Global Relations 
Secretariat, and works in close collaboration with specialised expert Directorates across the OECD.  

www.oecd.org/eurasia  

 

 OECD REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY COMMITTEE  

The Regional Development Policy Committee (RDPC) was created in 1999 with the goal of identifying the 
nature of territorial challenges and assisting governments in the assessment and improvement of their 
territorial policies.  Through its mandate today, the Committee aims to serve as the premier international 
forum for senior-level policy makers to identify, discuss, develop, and disseminate a vision of regional 
development policy that is place-based, multi-level, multi-sector, evidence-based and innovative.  The 
Committee also seeks to enhance well-being and living standards in all region types, from cities to rural 
areas, and improve their contribution to national performance and more inclusive and resilient societies.  

www.oecd.org/regional 
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 ABOUT THE EVENT 

This seminar will discuss the opportunities and strategies that regions undergoing a process of industrial 
transition can leverage to foster job creation and local development. The aim is to help subnational 
authorities to better understand how to deal with technological change and deindustrialisation, and identify 
gaps in their current approaches to managing industrial transition. Participants will reflect on policies and 
tools that local governments have at their disposal to increase the resilience of employment, develop 
forward-looking opportunities for job creation, and broaden innovation strategies to improve the diffusion 
of new technologies and ideas. The seminar will also include discussions on how to promote 
entrepreneurship and encourage financing for young high-growth enterprises. A particular focus will be 
given to governance of this process through a strong involvement of the private sector and civil society. 

This seminar is the seventh in a series held with national and subnational authorities in Ukraine, conducted 
within the framework of the OECD project on Supporting Decentralisation in Ukraine. The seminar will 
promote discussions and exchanges on good practices from OECD member countries, and should help to 
further strengthen the capacities of national and subnational institutions in Ukraine.   

Simultaneous interpretation in English and Ukrainian will be provided during the event.  

 

 PARTICIPANTS  

The target audience are namely representatives of cities, newly amalgamated hromadas and other 
decentralisation stakeholders from Kharkiv and surrounding areas. Heads of regional reform offices as well 
as business associations in Kharkiv are expected to attend.  Research centres, technological parks and other 
education institutions will also be invited.  Representatives of the central administration involved in the 
decentralisation reform including the competent ministries, namely the Ministry of Regional Development, 
and other relevant national agencies will be invited to contribute to the discussions.  

The seminar will gather approximately 50 participants, a number that should allow for fluid exchanges of 
ideas and experiences between Ukrainian stakeholders and OECD experts. Other international donors and 
institutions active in the decentralisation reform will also be invited. 

 

 REGISTRATION  

Participation is free of charge, but registration is mandatory. If you wish to participate, please contact the 
OECD’s local consultant in Ukraine, Mr. Mykhailo Semchuk, at mykhailo.semchuk78@gmail.com, by Friday 
11 May 2018.  
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SUPPORTING DECENTRALISATION IN UKRAINE 

The Role of Subnational Governments in Supporting Industrial Transition 

Hotel Reikartz (4, Sadova Street) 

Kharkiv, Ukraine ● Thursday 17 May 2018 

Moderator: Ms. Maria Varinia Michalun, Project Manager, Decentralisation, Public Investment and 
Subnational Finance Division, OECD   

9:00-9:30 Registration and welcome coffee 

9:30-10:00 

 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 Mr. Mykhailo Cherniak, Deputy Head of Kharkiv Regional State Administration 

 Ms Viktoria Hretska-Myrgorodska, Deputy Director of the Directorate - Head of the 
Department of Innovation Development and Image Projects, Directorate of Family, 
Youth and Sports of the Kharkiv City Council 

 Representative, Ministry for Regional Development, Construction and Utilities of 
Ukraine (tbc) 

 Mr. Benedikt Herrmann, First Secretary, Policy Officer Decentralisation, Sectoral 
Reform, Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine 

 Ms. Gabriela Miranda, Country Manager for Ukraine, Eurasia Division, OECD  

10:00-10:45 Introduction 

 Ms. Sandra Hannig, Policy Analyst, Entrepreneurship Policy and Analysis Division, OECD 

Presentation of OECD lessons on the role of subnational authorities in supporting 
industrial transition for regional development 

Questions and answers  

10:45-11:00 Coffee Break 



11:00-12:30 Session 1: Identifying and planning for the jobs of the future 

 Ms. Margareta Nikolovska, Specialist in VET Policies and Systems, European Training 
Foundation  

 Representative, Department of Industrial Policy, Ministry of Economic Development 
and Trade of Ukraine 

 Mr. Olexandr Kolesnikov, First Deputy of the Head of Association of Employers of the 
Kharkiv Region “Granit” 

 Mr. Oleksandr Paschenko, Kharkiv Machine-Building Plant "FED" Ukraine (tbc) 

Key topics for discussion: 

- How can subnational authorities be better prepared for industrial decline and the 
destruction of old jobs? 

- How can regions take advantage of new opportunities for job creation that may 
arise from technological change? 

- How can regional policy help to avoid social exclusion in industrial transition 
regions, and ensure equal access to education, jobs and investment opportunities? 

12:30-14:00 Lunch Break 

14:00-15:30 Session 2: Fostering innovation and knowledge diffusion at subnational level 

 Mr. Bill O’Gorman, Director for Research, Centre for Enterprise Development and 
Regional Economy, Waterford Institute of Technology, Ireland 

 Ms. Jaanika Merilo, Deputy Mayor, Dnipro City Council 

 Mr. Vitalii Gryga, Senior Research Fellow, Department of Innovation policy, Economy 
and High Technologies, National Academy of  Sciences of Ukraine 

 Ms Viktoria Hretska-Myrgorodska, Deputy Director of the Directorate- Head of the 
Department of Innovation Development and Image Projects, Directorate of Family, 
Youth and Sports, Kharkiv City Council  

 Mr. Vladimir Shlokin, Director of the Innovation Center, V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National 
University (tbc) 

Key topics for discussion: 

‒ How can regions attract investment to encourage innovation and industrial 
modernisation? 

‒ How can regional innovation policy support knowledge transfer, the adoption of 
new processes and technology diffusion? 

‒ What can policy makers do to upgrade education systems, improve workforce skills 
and foster an entrepreneurial culture? 

15:30-15:45 Coffee Break 



15:45-17:15 Session 3: Promoting entrepreneurship and mobilising the private sector 

 Mr. Jibran Punthakey, Policy Analyst, Eurasia Division, OECD 

 Ms. Nino Damenia, Associate Expert, Reforms Support Team, Ministry of Economic 
Development and Trade of Ukraine 

 Mr. Mykhailo Fateev, Deputy Mayor, Director of the Department of Economics and 
Utilities, City of Kharkiv 

 Mr. Eduard Rubin, CEO, Telesens International Ltd 

Key topics for discussion: 

- What can regions do to ensure that young high-growth enterprises obtain 
necessary financing, and that investments are not hampered by overly strong 
regulations or red-tape?  

- What can regions do to facilitate successful and dynamic enterprises to scale up 
quickly? 

- What is the best way to link the private sector with universities and research 
centres, to ensure that the innovation ecosystem is responsive to the needs of the 
private sector? 

17:15-17:30 Conclusions and closing remarks 

 Mr. Mykhailo Cherniak, Deputy Head of Kharkiv Regional State Administration 

 Mr. Benedikt Herrmann, First Secretary, Policy Officer Decentralisation, Sectoral 
Reform, Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine 

 Ms. Gabriela Miranda, Country Manager for Ukraine, Eurasia Division, OECD 

 

 

 

 


